Who were the Nuns? Data design
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Database

The database (wwtn) is implemented in MySQL. 
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Figure 1 Database tables and links
Note: All dates in the database are recorded as text in the format ‘1[5-8][0-9][0-9].*’.

associated_people

Contains zero or more entries for each nun. Each entry records the relationship between a nun and an associated person.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	uid
	char(5)
	Link to nuns table 

	relationship
	tinyint
	Link to relationships table

	pid
	int
	Link to people table


convent

Contains zero or more entries per nun, recording each stay at a convent.

	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	uid
	char(5)
	Link to nuns table

	cid
	tinyint
	Link to convents table

	date_from
	varchar(30)
	Date of arrival in convent

	from_type
	enum
	Cause of arrival: entry, clothing, founder, return, transfer, other

	age_entry
	varchar(30)
	Age at entry or clothing

	type
	enum
	Type of nun: choir, lay, unknown

	mstatus
	enum
	Marital status on entry: married, unmarried, widowed

	date_left
	varchar(30)
	Date of leaving

	reason_left
	tinytext
	Reason for leaving, if recorded

	note
	tinytext
	Any other information about nun’s career in convent


If a nun has more than one entry in the convent table, the records will be ordered by date_left. It is, therefore, important that date_left should not be null for nuns who move between convents (if a peripatetic nun died in a convent, the date_left for the final convent entry should be set to the date of death).

convents

One entry in this table is required for each English convent covered by study.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	cid
	tinyint
	Primary key – convent identifier

	religorder
	tinyint
	Link to religorders table


creative_works


Contains zero or more entries per nun, recording creative works with which she was associated. Creative works may include books, tapestries, paintings, music etc.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	uid
	char(5)
	Link to nuns table

	idx
	tinyint
	Index of entries for uid

	role
	varchar(20)
	Nun’s role  - author, translator, dedicatee etc.

	description
	varchar(100)
	Description of work


Note: If the database was fully normalized, the descriptions of the individual creative works would be separated into a new table and each work given a unique identifier to be used in this table. This has not been done because of the overhead of identifying whether variant references in the records refer to the same work.

linkages

Contains zero or more entries per nun, recording links to other nuns recorded in the database.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	uid1
	char(5)
	uid of subject 

	uid2
	char(5)
	uid of object

	idx
	tinyint
	Link to link_types table 


link_types

Defines the possible relationships between nuns. Some relationships are symmetrical (e.g. sister-sister) others are not (e.g. mother-daughter).
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	idx
	smallint
	Index

	role1
	varchar(20)
	subject role 

	role2
	varchar(20)
	object role


locations

Several of the convents moved location over the course of time, so the location of the convent is stored in a table. The name of a convent is created by concatenating the religious order with the locations ordered by idx. The movements of the convents need to be recorded, so that a nun’s place of death can be compared to the location of the convent at that time.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	cid
	tinyint
	Primary key – convent identifier

	idx
	tinyint
	Index for convent within table

	place
	varchar(20)
	Location of the convent

	date_from
	char(4)
	Year when convent arrived at this place

	date_to
	char(4)
	Year when convent left this place


notes

Contains zero or more entries per nun, recording any freetext notes the researcher wishes .
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	uid
	char(5)
	Link to nuns table 

	idx
	tinyint
	Index of note for uid

	note
	mediumtext
	Content of note


nuns

Contains one record for each nun identified in the study.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	uid
	char(5)
	Primary key – nun’s unique uid (format: %c%c%d%d%d)

	forename
	varchar(50)
	Given name

	surname
	varchar(50)
	Surname

	name_religion
	varchar(65)
	Name taken as nun

	namequal
	enum
	Name qualifier: bapt?, no bapt, no relig 

	date_birth
	varchar(30)
	Date of birth with year preceding.

	pbirth
	int
	Link to places table

	date_death
	varchar(30)
	Date of death with year preceding.

	age_death
	varchar(10)
	Age at death

	pdeath
	int
	Link to places table

	national_identity
	varchar(20)
	National identity

	conv
	varchar(1)
	Y/N – records if nun is a convert

	note
	varchar(100)
	Note field


office

Contains zero or more entries per nun, recording convent offices held.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	uid
	char(5)
	Link to nuns table

	cid
	tinyint
	Link to convents table

	officeid
	tinyint
	Link to offices table

	date_from
	varchar(30)
	Date appointed to office 

	date_until
	varchar(30)
	Date left office

	note
	varchar(20)
	Other information



offices

Contains list of offices nuns may hold in a convent
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	idx
	tinyint
	Primary key – office identifier

	office
	varchar(20)
	Name of office

	ranking
	tinyint
	Importance of office – used to order lists


pdfs

Lists pdf files containing family trees.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	idx
	int
	Index

	name
	varchar(20)
	Filename


pdfxuids

Links pdfs to nuns. Each family tree may include several nuns.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	idx
	int
	Link to pdfs table

	uid
	char(5)
	Link to nuns table 


people

Contains one entry per individual associated with one or more nuns.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	pid
	int
	Primary key – person identifier

	title
	varchar(20)
	Title or prefix 

	forename
	varchar(50)
	Given name

	surname
	varchar(50)
	Surname

	suffix
	varchar(50)
	Suffix

	note
	varchar(50)
	Any other information

	distinguish
	varchar(4)
	Roman numerals to distinguish individuals of same name.



people_places

Contains zero or more entries for each associated person recorded in people. (People may have more than one place association.)
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	pid
	int
	Link to people table 

	plid
	int
	Link to places table


places

List of places identified in the database.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	plid
	int
	Primary key – place identifier 

	place
	varchar(50)
	Placename

	loc
	varchar(20)
	Location of place

	o_p
	tinyint
	1 – include location when printing placename


For places in England: loc = county.

professions

Contains zero or more records for each nun.
 
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	uid
	char(5)
	Link to nuns table

	ordid
	tinyint
	Link to religorders table

	date_profession
	varchar(30)
	Date of profession 

	age_profession
	varchar(10)
	Age at profession

	dowry
	varchar(70)
	Dowry 

	note
	tinytext
	other information


quotes

Lists uids of nuns, for whom quotations are held in quotations.xml.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	uid
	char(5)
	Link to nuns table 


The content of quotations.xml is derived from an XML file exported from Atlas.ti and contains the text of quotations associated with individuals nuns from the documents included in that program. The structure of quotations.xml is as follows:

<!ELEMENT nuns (nun)*>

<!ELEMENT nun (quote)*>

<!ELEMENT quote (p)*>

<!ELEMENT p (#PCDATA)>

<!ATTLIST nun



uid CDATA #REQUIRED

>

<!ATTLIST quote



source CDATA #REQUIRED

>
relationships

Contains list of relationships that may exist between a nun and another person.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	idx
	tinyint
	Primary key – relationship identifier

	relationship
	varchar(20)
	Name of relationship


religorders

Each convent belongs to a single religious order.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	ordid
	tinyint
	Primary key – order identifier

	name
	varchar(20)
	Name of the religious order


srcdocs

List of sources used in compiling the data.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	srcid
	int
	Primary key – source identifier

	srcname
	varchar(100)
	Source reference


srcrefs

Contains one or more entries for each srcid (depending on whether specific page or folio references are required).
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	refid
	int
	Primary key – reference identifier

	srcid
	int
	Link to srcdocs table

	itemref
	varchar(70)
	Page or folio reference (if required)


srcxcids


Contains one or more entries per srcid, indicating the convents to which it relates.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	srcid
	int
	Link to srcdocs table

	cid
	tinyint
	Link to convents table


If cid=0, the source is relevant to all convents. This table is used to restrict the number of sources that are offered to the user in a dropdown list when updating records.

srcxuids

Links the source references to the uids of specific nuns.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	refid
	int
	Link to srcrefs table

	uid
	char(5)
	Link to nuns table


variants


Contains variant spellings for a subset of the surnames in the database.
	Fieldname
	Type
	Holds

	idx
	smallint
	Index

	variant
	varchar(30)
	surname variant 


This table is used when users choose to search surnames including variants (either for nuns or associated people). The surname entered by the user is compared with the contents of the table and, if a match is found, the search string is expanded to include all the variants sharing that index.
�	 There are some nuns recorded in the database, who were never members of an English convent – this is an anomaly.


�	 Provided to allow a location to be added for Mary Ward sisters, but it has been used for other purposes.


�	 This field is not strictly required any longer.


�	 Some nuns did not profess and others joined more than one order during their career.
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